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| Number of child abuse
cases increasing in county

Brian Clark

Times Record News

he file cabinet drawers at Patsy’s House

don’t close.

Videotapes spill over wherever there’s
room. The number of tapes have been
growing since 1999 and hundreds more are
made each year. d

Each has a statement made by an

abused Wichita Falls child. : éga;gi" 1.7
Wichita Falls’ cases of abuse and { 460 \ 419 e i

neglect rarely get the attention of ' o e sae b

some national incidents. An 8-year- .’ g‘agd “q’e 14

“I think the problem is when you see things
like that, that hit the national news, you only see
the worst of the worst,” Wichita Falls Police De-
tective and former Child Protective Services case

worker Julie Elliott said. “We're fortu-
nate that hasn’t happened here. At
the same respect we have very,
very bad stuff that happens here.
People don’t realize that in a town
this size it happens here.”
Patsy’s House executive director
Kathryn McKinney estimates around 1,900
children have come through the Patsy’s House
Children’s Advocacy Center doors since she took

pat
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old girl was found after four months ! Ad d
locked in a closet, surrounded by “" -

human waste, in a home south of Dal-

more silent.

1as in 2001. Last year, an Indiana mother was caught
hitting her son on a parking lot security video.
But in Wichita Falls, the suffering is often

The Inside Story:

that position five years ago.

It all indicates a problem in Wichita County —
a problem that threatens the youngest and most
vulnerable residents in the area.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Times
‘Record News has changed the name
of the victim of abuse in this story
to protect her identity.
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‘he had kept her secret
since she was a little girl.

But almost 20 years
later, Jessica decided it
was time to speak out
about her stepfather and
the things he did to her

She’s remembered the sexual abuse
since she was 8.

+ “It happened from the time I was
8 until I was 17,” Jessica said. “And
it happened, and I knew that it hap-
pened (and) I just didn’t know
what to do about it.”

Unfortunately, Jessica is
not alone.

Patsy’s House Children’s
Advocacy Center served
more children in abuse cases
of all types during the last
fiscal year than ever before,
Kathryn McKinney, executive direc-
tor, said. The 542 children served
was a 21 percent jump over the pre-
vious year.

In Wichita County alone, the
number of children served in-
creased 7 percent — from 330 chil-
dren to 352, McKinney said.

The fact that Wichita County has
a problem with child abuse is no se-
cret for those who work on the cases
dailwv.

“Wichita County has traditional-
ly had a higher percentage of re-
moval and investigations,” said Bit
Whitaker, a 23-year veteran of Child
Protective Services and program ad-
ministrator for the region that en-
compasses Wichita Falls.

Wichita County had more cases of
confirmed child abuse and neglect
than almost every similar-sized
county, according to statistics from
the Texas Department of Protective
and Regulatory Services.

The number of abused children
in Wichita County — 615 — is more
than twice the number of abused
children in Taylor County though
child population statistics are
roughly the same, as well as the pop-
ulations of the counties’ major
cities, Wichita Falls and Abilene.

Based on CPS estimates
of the number of
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et e every 55 chil-
dren were confirmed
victims of abuse or neglect between
September 2001 and August 2002.
Statewide, 1 of every 93 children
was abused or neglected during the
same time period.

Pinpointing the causes

Neglect is sometimes tied to
poverty. Abuse is associated with
high stress, which can be a result of
dealing with poverty.

But abuse and neglect can hit any
family, including the ones that look
healthy from the outside.

“I want to let people know that it
happens everywhere,” Jessica said.
“Just for the awareness that it does
happen in all types of families. Even
when they (families) look good on
the outside, there can be several se-
crets on the inside.”

Jessica said her family was one
that looked happy to others. She ad-
dressed that when she read her vic-

tim’s statement to her stepfather at
his recent plea agreement and sen-
tencing hearing.

“The last thing I told him was,
‘You're not to be trusted,’ ” she said.
“It looked like a wonderful happy
life on the outside, and it was hell on
the inside.”

Because abuse spans the spec-
trum of families in the area, those
who work with the abused find com-
mon ties in many abuse cases.

Whitaker said three factors are
known to contribute to the higher
rates in Wichita County. :






